
The School Sisters of Notre Dame 

#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ /ÕÔÒÅÁÃÈ #ÅÎÔÒÅ
.ÙÁÌÉÅÎÇȭÁȟ +ÅÎÙÁ



WORKING TOGETHER!



}1.6 million orphans in Kenya

}200,000 orphans in Homa Bay Diocese

}βȟίΪΪЕ  ÏÒÐÈÁÎÓ ÉÎ .ÙÁÌÉÅÎÇȭÁ ÐÁÒÉÓÈ

}Bishop Philip Anyola of Homa Bay Diocese 
approached the SSND for help:

ƁȰ7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÓÏ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÒÐÈÁÎÓ ɀis there 
ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÄÏȩȱ

}Very little outside help

}Sister Mary Kerbercame to Ontario in 2009 
ÁÎÄ ÁÓËÅÄ ÉÆ 3ÔȢ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌȭÓ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÈÅÌÐ
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Established: November 12, 1993

Total population: 1,357,564

Catholics: 327,434

Lake Victoria seen from Homa Bay



}Parents are deceased or very ill 

}Sometimes an elderly grandmother is present

}Often the oldest child in the family is under 18, sometimes 
as young as 12-14 years old

} If over 18, will have dropped out of school to care for 
siblings; may not have the opportunity to finish education

}Still living on their land ɀif they leave they lose the land 
and any chance of livelihood

}Ȱ#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ 2ÁÉÓÉÎÇ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȱ



}Parish comprises 34 centres, sub-centres & outstations 

}Each is to choose its neediest family 

}SSND initially want to focus on these 34 families

}Holistic approach ɀnot just education, but also emotional, 
health, spiritual, social . . .

}Want to help the neediest of the needy



}There is no outreach centre yet

}3 sisters live in a small renovated (cement over mud) 
ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ɉάΪȭØάέȭɊ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÁÓ έ ÂÅÄÒÏÏÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÅ ÁÌÌ-
purpose room

}The 4th room is the chapel, kitchen, dining room, 
community room and meeting room

}No windows, no running water, no electricity 

}The project is administered from the house or under a tree 
outside



}There is a primary school on the Church compound

}! ÇÉÒÌȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄÁÒÙ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÉÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ɀ
completion date uncertain

}There are many other schools in the parish

}The children being sponsored attend a variety of schools

}Quality of education is lacking because the schools often 
lack basic materials



}Office for 5-6 people

}Meeting Room for 30 people for training purposes

}Housing for 3-4 staff members 

}Convent for 6-8 sisters

}Rescue Center
ƁFor the orphans or other vulnerable children in critical need of safe 

and secure housing 

ƁStays may be as long as weeks or months until alternatives  are 
found in their home place or elsewhere



}Provide programs addressing the holistic needs of the 
families

}Hire project staff ɀmany varied roles including social 
workers, house mom, youth minister etc.

}Feed & clothe orphans and other vulnerable children

}SSND hope to support the girls currently in upper primary 
through secondary school to ward off early marriages and 
better equip them for life and possible further education

}Programs added as needs determined



}Purchase 5-10 acres of land

}Become self-sustaining by growing & selling pineapples 



}Borehole for water well - $20,000 ɀhave applied for a UN 
grant

}Generator - $2000 ɀfor electricity
}Transportation:
ƁMotorcycle ɀ3 to enable social workers and youth minister to freely 

get to all 34 centres/sub-centres and outstations. Cost between 
$2000 - $3000 each. 
ƁVehicle, 4-wheel drive - $27,000 ɀbasic transportation
ƁTransportation costs - $300 +/month

}Buildings: to be determined
}Land: $1,1oo+/acre



}Programming - $1500/year 
Ɓyouth program

ƁAIDS education

Ɓtraining of facilitators & social workers

Ɓworkshops

}Guardian Seminars - $1500/year
Ɓto teach parenting skills to youth

}Salaries for staff members 



}Sister Rose, Sister Mary Aloo, and Sister Mara are living 
on-site

}Social worker, Alice, is working with the SSND

}Have begun visiting the outstations

}Have identified 13 families so far

}Assessment of needs continues

}Seamstress is making school uniforms for the orphans

}Meetings & interventions are under way to improve the 
ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÅÄ ÏÒÐÈÁÎÓȭ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ

}Negotiations are under way to purchase land





}Sotachurch chose the family of the late PetelisOtieno.

}He died in 2007 after a long illness. 

}Later, the mother, Grace Atieno was bitten by a dog and 
also died after a long illness.

}The children are presently being taken care of  by their 
grandparents, Anudo Otieno (80) and Rosalina Oluoch
(60). 

}Neither the grandparents nor the parents value education. 

}The children have been influenced by this mentality.



}The daughters in this family begin to think of 
marriage at the age of 14 years.

}The sons survive by fishing in the lake. 

}Quinter is 12 years old, the last born and in 
class five at school. 

}None of her siblings went to high school or 
technical institution. 

}Her sisters are housewives and most of her 
brothers are fishermen.



}1ÕÉÎÔÅÒȭÓ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ 'ÅÏÒÇÅ ÉÓ Ϋή ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÌÄȢ

}He dropped out of school in July, 2009. 

}The family gave him a cow to sell and he began                
his own life.  

}George has never returned home and nobody bothers to 
find out where he went. 

}Quinter alone says that she knows where he is.

}Quinter longs to finish secondary school.

} 4ÈÅ 33.$ȭÓ ÍÁÉÎ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ ÉÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ 1ÕÉÎÔÅÒȭÓ 
education and finding ways to enable her not to follow the 
family trend. 
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